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founders of Islamic schools of learning; others are 
senior teachers and lecttpsrs. at Islamic Universities 
and tens of thousands of disciples and devotees. This 
is my story of joy and sadness both of which came to 
me at once, and there are many other accounts too, 
but this one is the personal account of a> child who lost 
his father. 



May Allah have mercy on him and be plea sed w ith 
him, reward him on behalf of the Deen and the Umma 
the best of rewards, and give his family, students and 
murideen patience in this tremendously painful time, 
Ameen. . . 

Please recite fatiha for Hazrat every time you read 
this account. 
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Mumtaz received his PhD from al-Azhar on the Arabic 
poetiy of Mouwlana Fadhl al-Haq al-Khayrabadi and 
his services in Arabic literature. 

Hazrat passed away to the mercy of his Lord on 
Saturday 1 st September, 19 th Sha'ban I428h, at 2pm at 
his home in Lahore. His funeral took place the same 
night at Daata Darbar at 10pm, filled by scholars and 
students of the Sacred Deen who traveled from 
different parts of the subcontinent upon hearing the 
sudden demise, and was buried besides his home, in 
I-alah Zaar Phase 2, Thouwkar Lahore, at midnight. 
The area of land in which Hazrat is buried in was the 
area on which Hazrat was intending to establish a 
Madrasah. It was recently agreed by the Ulama and 
Hazrat’s sons that Hazrat’s shrine will be situated in 
the new building of the Madrasah. 



Hazrat’s second son, my beloved brother Allamah 
Mushtaq Ahmad informed me two days after the 
funeral prayer that Hazrat had indirectly informed 
them of his demise recently. He said “we wanted to fix 
the date of Nisaar Ahmad’s wedding (the youngest son 
who takes care of the Maktabah Qadiriya) as soon as 
possible after Ramadhan. We insisted that the 
marriage should be finalised for Sunday 21 st of 
October, a week after Eid. Hazrat also stressed that 
the marriage must take place as soon as possible but 
continually denounced this date and told us we will 
not be celebrating on that date!” Allahu Akbar! Now, 
Hazrat’s fatihah and major Khatm is fixed on this 
date. 

Hazrat 'Abdul Hakim Sharaf Qadiri has left behind 

tens of thousands of students, some of whom are 
9 
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Masarrat" and Urdu ttinsktNjR of ' Aflsmah Fa* al- 
Haq's Persian texrtahqcea dWrtwp’* fa refutation of 
Shah Ismail, are tiwfa amtrn^fataworifa 
Hazrat’s interests fa Hacfith tranwtti&aions increased 
in the latter part of his life. It seems tfcst fbfei change 
occurred after his first visit to Egypt when over one 
hundred Ulama and students took ti®as freiu him. 

Among his other writings, Razrafs major concern in 
authoring was highlighting the blameworthy acts*and 
practices that had creped into tiie Minba^s, prayer 
mats and sermons of the Ahl aJ-Suimah. He wanted of 
narrating extremely weak and fabricated reports in 
Miraj and Mawlid talks, and stressed that people had 
lost adab with Allah Most High in their worship, Duas 
and sermons. His excellent and late work on this topic 
is “khuda kuw yaad kar piyarey* three quarters of 
which he himself recited to me. 

Hazrat was also excellent in reading manuscripts and 
indexing classical books 

AUamah 'Abdul Hakim Sharaf Qadiri met several 
Arab Ulama. In his last visit fo the Haramayn during 
the first days of Ramadhan 2006, he met with Shaykh 
Muhammad 'Awwama, Sayyid Malik al-'Arabi Sanusi 
and many other Ulama. In his earlier travels, he 
visited Sayyid Muhammad 'Alawi Maliki Makki at his 
home in Makka for the first time where Hazrat * 
delivered a khutba at a Mawlid. Sayyid Muhammad 
'Alawi had great love for Hazrat and met him in 
Jamia Na'eemiya when he wewt to Lahore and thirdly 
in Karachi 

'Allamah 'Abdul Hakim Sharaf Qadiri travelled to 
Egypt twice to meet the Ulama of Azhar the last of the 
two journeys was in 2004 when his elder son Dr 
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JLj jj 

HikJJ ^ JJj' 

(by Shaykh 'Attar) 

And other couplets: 

_P Jjj j 
jS jbb ojU I J Ja 

I 

1 jl Jjl jii AjI JA j ^i£ 

UU 1 4# ^ J" j- 3 _p 

jSu Ciw! ^ ->1 J \‘l^. a f \ n l 

I jl-3 %ilL« Jl^^l JJ jS <A^a^c. jj jiU 

l^ay Allah Ta'la reward him for His love, affection, 
and charity and join us with him in the company of 
Rasulullah in the hereafter, upon him be peace and 
blessings. 

Hazrat is the author of numerous books. His 
commentary on “al-Mirqat” in the principles of 
Mantiq (Logic) is renowned in student and scholarly 
circles. Hazrat informed me that he was recently 
working on three things, a translation of the Qur'an in 
Urdu that was different to other translations as it 
disclosed all pronouns by mentioning the subjects in 
brackets, a commentary on the Divine names of Allah 
and he was using a rare epistle on the topic by the 
great Indian Muhadith who died at sea Muhammad 

Irtidha Ali Khan al-Safawi2, and a commentary on 
Sahih al-Bukhari. 

Hazrat’s translation of Imam Fakhrudin Razis 
exegesis on the Noble Quran titled “al-Tafsir a! Kabir”, 
translation of 'Allamah Mahdi al-Fasis Persian 
commentary on Dala’il al-Khayrat titled “Matali ' al- 
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the mother books 6 $ Hazrat was ah Uslui 

(methodologist), Mutafyllitti (theologian), Faqih 
(jurist), Muhadith (master of Hadith) and Mufassir 
(Master of QQranic Exegesis) of the top rank. After 
having taught for approximately forty yearn, he 
secluded himself in his home where he rested his tired 
and ill body and occupied all of his time in ' Ibadah, 
Dhikr, and writing when he was welL Hazrat was a 
persistent reader of Dala’il al-Khayrat since the time 
his Murshid; Sayyid Abul Barakat Ahmad Qadiri gave 
him permission and the Noble Qur’an on a daily basis. 
His spirituality increased immensely in theiatter part 
of his life due to these reasons and therefore would sit , 
singing Persian couplets of vast meanings 
compromising remorse and turning to Allah, humility 
and shame before Allah, munajat such as the following 
verses which Hazrat jotted down in my personal diary 
in his handwriting 

i» l Jj' ^ jV? 

»i£ jb jj p\ jji >?* f* 

<*' -Sh jj j A**- y * 

^ <*' J 4, J* 6, 

Ctf-Ul ^ j Joki. jl 

c Ul jlj ctuii j' 

JxJxJl uj j— l Jjiia j> 

(by Mouwlana Jami) 

j\ jS l ^ j*. IaLIjU 

jis j y , i y J U 

jS Uj ^ JZ> y 

a j jS ^ gr? » 
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repeated “I will take Munawwar Chachu to Madina 
yfcvith me” (chachu is an affectionate way of saying 
^ uncle in Urdu) Hazrat continued smiling and made 
Dua for the acceptance of this word. On my 
numerous visits to his home, or via telephone, Hazrat 
reminded me of the words of Aisha. 

Before making dhikr, Hazrat gave me the following 
nasiha, “the Ulama must master three things: 

1. Oratory and publics sermons; this is important so 
that they can enjoin people in Good and Forbid Evil. 
But, words will diffuse into thin air and they have a 
short term effect on the laymen. 

2. Authoring and writing; they must not ignore this 
important area of their duty. Words that are lost in 
thin air during sermons can be preserved by ink in 
books. 

3. Dhikr and spirituality; the Ulama of the outward 
sciences usually ignore this aspect and remain in the 
cdnflicts of qeela wa qaal. Your realisation and 
proximity with Allah is the goal of your knowledge. 
You must practice Dhikr to bring life to the secrets 
hidden in your chest (referring to the Lata’if; Qalb, 
Ruh, Sirr, Khali & Akhafa) when they are awake, then 
the entire creation attaches to you, and you attach to 
t)ie throne in the realm of Light. Do you not ponder 
how many years it has been since Daata 'Ali 
Hujwayri s demise? But his shrine is attended all day 
and night, even the; pigeons live on its roof, it is 
because his Lata’if are alive and are very powerful due 
to immense practice of Dhikr”. 

Hazrat was a teacher of the rational arts such as 
Hikma with all of its subsidiary sciences, Mantiq, 
modern philosophy, and later he abandoned its 
teaching and diverted his attention towards teaching 
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jjjuV' i > yiill Jk jjImm ^L>i guLiJi 

■ ,j4j*lt ^k'j tUlaM 

{L«j <j!c ^it k ^l~- M Jjmj Amm Uf^j Ul^m Aj *U. U g-liSj A^ji j 

Jtaj i*t j j«JUI tJLAl aj ^ jkj 

jjftV iUi^j 

Hazrat said: "Subhanllah! Loot at this amazing 
incident!” thereafter he taught me a wazifa to meet 
Rasulullah upon him be peace and blessings, which he 
received from Muhadith-e-Azam Pakistan Mouwlan? 
Sardar Ahmad rahmatullahi alayh. 

Allah Allah! This was Hazrat’s love for his servant. 

I visited Hazrat on the 8 th of Jamadi al-Uwla 1427b 
at his home, he gifted me his newly released book 
titled “Muqaddimaat-e-Rizwiyyah" collated by 
Mouwlana Abdusattar Tahir Mas’udi in which the 
latter collected all of Hazrat’s forwards written to 
books pertaining to the great Imam of India; Imam 
Ahmad Raza Khan. I remember Hazrat was extremely 
joyful on that day and took me through it smiling, may 
Allah shower mercy on his grave, 
jc v j *\j uju- ,JUJ! j\ 
jl aid » ^ Jyic- jji« V*~f» U Vj* ji Lijl J) 

<-» >i Ajc. Ajj uiilt Iji j. ASJhL <A\c* AjAj 

Hazrat loved his students equally to his sons. He 
considered them his spiritual progeny and honoured 
them, illustrated kindness towards them and always 
offered them Nasihah. Once Hazrat came into the 
room around Zuhr time smiling and said “Aisha says 
something” Aisha is Hazrat’s grand daughter, the child 
of Dr Mumtaz the eldest son, and then called her and 
told her to repeat what she said. Aisha in a shy tone 
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peers. He was an embodiment of Sunna and Taqwa. 
Hazrat never complained about dunya and lived a 
simple life, though he could have enjoyed the luxuries 
of this life if he desired. I was told by an authentic 
source that Hazrat and his family spent over 20 years 
in a small 2 bedroom flat provided by Jamia Nizamiya 
when he taught there up until 2001! 

Hazrat is the teacher of both of my teachers, 'Allamah 
Rasul Bakhsh Sa'eedi (founder of Madrasa Faizan-e- 
Rasul, Birmingham) from whom I took Sarf, Nahw, 
Adab, Usui al-Fiqh, Fiqh, Usui al-Hadith, Hadith, 
Tafsir, Mantiq, and Mufti Yar Muhammad Qadiri 
(senior teacher at Hazrat Sultan Bahu Trust, 
Birmingham) with whom I studied major books in 
Tafsir, Balagah, Fiqh, Aqa’id, Usui al-Fiqh, Falsafah 
and Mantiq. 

As for Ijaza in Hadith and the entire Islamic sciences, 
I asked Hazrat to kindly present it to me so I can be 
connected to the great luminaries of the Ahl al- 
Sunnah through him, so he offered it to me and wrote 
“the pious son Muhammad Monawwar Ateeq Rizwi 
may Allah- Most Blessed and Elevated- employ him to 
spread the propagation of Islam” and this was a day 
before I received Khilafat from him on 2 nd Rabi' al- 
Awwal 1427b. This Ijaza is numbered 937. 
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Abdurahman Ratam of Momcp, the Mufti of fievot 
Muhammad * M 3ujfo’a&/ 'Alawi 
Maliki, Shaykh aMfehfti&n Madani, Mufti 

Hassan bin Muhammad aMShumarri, SayyM Malik al- 
Arabi al-Sanusi al- Madani, Shaykh Muhammad 'Ali 
Murad Shami al-Madani, 'Allamah Shareef al-Haq 
Amjadi, Mufti ^lthtar Raaja Khan ai-Azhari, Sayyid 
Ahmad Sa'eed Kapimi, Muhadithe-Kabir Dhiya al- 
Mustafa Qadiri, Allamah 'Abdul Haq Bandyalawi 
and others. 



Sayyid Abul Barakat Ahmad became the Spiritual 
Mentor (Murshid) of Hazrat Sharaf and many other 
Shuyukh also gave him khilafat in various Sufi 
pathways among them are: 'Allamah Rayhan Raza 
who received it from Hujjat al-Islam Hamid Raza and 
Mufti-e-Azam Hind Mustafa Raza Khan both of whom 
received it from their father and from Sayyid Ahmad 
Nuri Barakati. Shaykh Fadhl al-Rahman Madani son 
of Qutb-e-Madina Dhiya al-Din Madani gave Hazrat 
Ijaza in his father’s silsilah. Among the others are: 
Sayyid Mas'ud Ahmad Rizwi, Sayyid Muhammad 
Ameen Miya Barakati, Sayyid Ahmad Ali Rizwi, 
Sayyid Ahmad Ashraf Ashrafi Geelani, Khawajah 
Muhammad Sadiq of Gulhar Kotli, Allamah Shareef 
al-Haq Amjadi, Sayyid Muratib Shah and Sayyid 
Na’eem Ashraf. 



Sayyid Hamdullah Jaan Afgani, a skilled teacher of 
Arabic grammar who taught at Data Darbar for 
eighteen years, informed Hazrat Sharaf Sahib 
Rahmatullahi alayh that Mouwlana Muhammad Jaan 
Sabir of Deerah Ismail Khan used to study Hadith 
under Sayyid Abul Barakat Ahmad. 

His knowledge combined with practice and 

humbleness made him shine out from among his 
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My Time in the Blessed Company of 

The King of Gnostics 

'Allamah 'Abdul Hakim Sharaf Qadiri (RA) 

By Monawwar Ateeq 

HAZRAT 'Allamah 'Abdul Hakim Sharaf Qadiri 
(Rahmatullahi alayh) was bom in Mirzapur in the 
home of Mouwlana Allah Ditta on 24 th Sha’ban 1363b 
(13 th August 1944). His family migrated to Lahore 
whilst he was a child and he started his primary 
education there. He thereafter studied under the 
leading Ulama of his era among them were Muhadith- 
e-Azam Pakistan Mouwlana Sardar Ahmad Qadiri, the 
spiritual mentor of his mother, 'Allamah Gulam 
Rasool Rizwi commentator of Sahih Bukhari, Mufti-e - 
Azam Pakistan Sayyid Abul Barakat Ahmad Qadiri son 
of Sayyid Deedar 'Ali Shah Alwari, Mufti 'Abdul 
Qayyum Hazarawi ex-President of Jamia Nizamiya, 
and Ustaadh al-Ulama 'Allamah 'Ata Muhammad 
Bandyalawii, senior teacher at Jami Mazhariya 
Bandyal. He surpassed his peers in combining 
between the inner and outer sciences and was 
renowned for his mastery in the rational sciences 
(ma quwlat). Among his living peers are 'Allamah 
Ali Ahmad Sidehlwi the Musnid of Lahore and 
'Allamah Gulam Rasool Sa'eedi the Muhadith of 
Karachi, who studied Jami' Tirmidhi together with 
him at Jamia Mazhariya Bandyal. 

Hazrat was also a Muhadith and had a lot of interest 
in the chains of Hadith. He narrates from the 
abovementioned ' scholars and from Sayyid 
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